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REPORT 


At  tlie  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  April,  1868,  the 
Town  voted  the  sum  oi  four  thousand  dollars^  for  the 
support  of  Public  Schools.  With  this  amount  your 
Committee  felt  confident  they  could  secure,  at  least, 
thirty  weeks  session  for  all  the  schools,  including, 
of  course,  the  High  School,  which  was  established  by 
vote  of  the  Town  at  the  same  meeting.  The  result 
has  proved  that  the  estimate  was  sufficient:  our  ex- 
penditures for  teachers’  wages,  fuel,  and  care  of  school 
i*ooms  amounting  for  the  year  to  $3,948.53. 

The  High  School  was  opened  on  the  20th  of  May, 
with  Miss  Mary  A.  Bryant  of  Stoneham  as  Principal. 
The  Summer  term  continued  ten  loeehSy  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  22;  the  Fall  term  commenced  in 
September,  continuing  eleven  iveeks^  with  an  average 
attendance  of  27 ; the  Winter  term  commenced  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  26  for  the  term  of  tmelve  weeks.  Average  number 
l)elonging  to  the  school,  for  the  year,  29;  average 
attendance  for  the  year,  25. 

Tlie  other  schools  throughout  the  town  have  been 
in  session  thirty  weeks — divided  into  three  terms 
of  ten  weeks  each,  commencing  in  April,  SeptemlDcr, 
and  December. 

The  following  statistics,  relating  to  teachers  em- 
])loyed,  number  of  ])U])ils  in  the  several  schools,  aver- 
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ago  att(‘iKlanoo,  c^c.,  may  b(‘  ol‘  ^’eiieral  intmvst,  ami 
we  i>-ive  them  in  detail. 

CENTRE  SCdlOOL. 

(irammar  department — Spring*  term.  Teacher, 
^riss  Dora  L.  Mcdealf;  wages  ])er  month,  S40  ; niim- 
her  of  ])npils  44;  average  attendance  41. 

Fall  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Lydia  Osgood;  wages 
per  montli  $40;  nmnber  of  pupils  40;  average  atten- 
dance do.  Winter  term:  number  of  pupils  40; 
average  attendance  89. 

Intermediate  department.  Teacher,  Miss  Minnie  F. 
Metcalf;  wag'es  per  month  $40.  Spring  term:  num- 
ber of  pupils  44;  average  attendance  89.  Fall  term: 
number  of  ]nipils  42;  average  attendance  37.  Winter 
tei-ni:  number  of  pupils  dl ; average  attendance  40. 

1st  Primary  de])artment.  Spring  term.  Teacher, 
^[iss  Josephine  L.  Boynton;  wages  pej*  month  $80; 
number  of  pupils  58;  average  attendance  58. 

Fall  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Lizzie  Po*\fe:  wages  p(‘i- 
month  $80;  number  of  pupils  58;  average  attendaiu'c 
47.  Winter  term:  number  of  pn])ils  57:  aveingt^ 
attendance  48. 

2(1  Primary  department.  Spring  term.  Teacher, 
]\liss  f Josephine  (’.  Alexander;  wages  ]>er  month  $80; 
number  of  pupils  71;  average  attendance  01.  Fall 
term:  number  of  pupils  01;  average  attendance  49. 

Winter  term.  Teacher,  ]Miss  Lydia  A.  Whiting; 
wages  per  month  $80 ; number  of'  jjupils  07;  average 
attendance  51. 

Xo.  2.  — KlX(i  SfREFT. 

S])ring  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Laro.  E.  "\\ Oodman: 
wages  per  mo] it h .$28;  number  of  |)U])ils  20;  ave]*age 
attemdanec*  28. 
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Fall  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Ella  J.  Walker;  wages 
])er  month  $30 ; number  of  pupils  29 ; average  attend- 
ance 25. 

Winter  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Isoline  F.  Thayer; 
wages  per  month  $30 ; number  of  pujjils  25 ; average 
attendance  23. 


^o.  4.— CITY  MILLS. 

Teacher,  Miss  Carrie  A.  Metcalf;  wages  per  month 
$32.  Spring  term:  number  of  pupils  53;  average 
attendance  46.  Fall  term:  number  of  pupils  48; 
average  attendance  38.  Winter  term : number  of 
pupils  47 ; average  attendance  40. 

:N^o.  5.— eiyee  end. 

Spring  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Martha  A.  Alexander; 
wages  per  month  $28 ; number  of  j)upils  23 ; average 
attendance  20.  Fall  term:  number  of  pupils  22; 
average  attendance  18. 

Winter  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Ann  B.  Smith;  wages 
per  month  $28 ; number  of  pupils  19 ; average  attend- 
ance 14. 


No.  G.— LATIC. 

Spring  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Eliza  J.  Bullard; 
wages  i)er  month  $28;  number  of  pupils  34;  average 
attendance  27. 

Fall  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Abby  A.  Bullard;  wages 
per  month  $32 ; number  of  pupils  31 ; average  attend- 
ance 24. 

Winter  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Martha  A.  Alexander; 
wages  per  month  $32;  number  of  pupils  27;  average 
attendance  22. 


Xo.  7.— yORTTTWEST. 


Teaeber,  Miss  Ella  M.  Bullard;  wages  per  mouth 
$28.  Spriii<4-  term:  number  of  pupils  31;  average 
atteudanee  25.  Fall  term:  number  of  pupils  31; 
average  attendance  22.  Winter  term:  wages  per  mouth 
$32;  number  of  pupils  36;  average  attendance  30. 

Xo.  8.— UXIOXYILLE. 

Teacher,  IVIiss  Adeline  C.  Grant;  wages  per  month 
$40.  Spring  term:  number  of  pupils  62;  average 
attendance  50.  Fall  term:  number  of  pupils  60; 
average  attendance  53.  Winter  term:  number  of 
pu|^ls  65;  average  attendance  56. 

Xo.  9.— SOUTH  FRAXKLIX. 

Spring  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Isoline  F.  Thayer; 
wages  per  month  $28;  number  of  pu])ils  27;  aA’^erage 
attendance  25. 

Fall  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Anna  B.  Everett;  wages 
])er  month  $30;  number  of  pupils  28;  avei*age  attend- 
ance 24.  Winter  term:  number  of  pu])ils  25;  average 
attendance  23. 


Xo.  10.— MOUXT. 

Spring  term.  Teacher,  Miss  S.  Louise  Rhodes ; 
wages  per  month  $28 ; number  of  pupils  15 ; average 
attendance  12.  Fall  term:  number  of  pupils  20; 
average  attendance  16. 

Winter  term.  Teacher,  Miss  Emily  Mann ; wages 
]^er  month  $28 ; number  of  pupils  20 ; average  attend- 
ance 17. 


GEXEKAL  KEMAEKS. 


Tt  is  a source  of  satisfaction  to  your  Committee  to 
he  able  to  report  favorably  of  the  progress  and  success 
of  most  of  the  schools  in  town  the  past  year.  That  all 
have  accomplished  as  iiiucli  as  we  desired,  we  cannot 
affirm;  cases  of  partial  failure,  both  in  discipline,  and 
ability  to  impart  instruction,  on  the  part  of  a few 
teachers,  we  must  admit;  but  for  the  most  part,  we 
feel  that  the  teachers  employed  have  been  loell  qualified 
for  their  positions — ready  to  do  all  in  their  power  for 
those  entrusted  to  their  care.  We  have,  so  far  as 
practicable,  retained  the  teachers  in  the  same  schools 
for  a succession  of  terms,  and  feel  that  the  schools 
have  been  improved  by  this  policy. 

The  Committee  have  paid  special  attention  to  the 
grading  of  the  Centre  School,  making  three  depart- 
ments, viz:  two  Primary,  one  Intermediate,  and  Gram- 
mar school.  In  making  up  these  departments,  we 
have  made  scholarship  the  test;  but  in  so  doing, 
have  undoubtedly  disap])ointed  some  of  the  parents, 
as  well  as  the  pu])ils — who,  as  naturally  enough  might 
he  expected,  could  not  always  see  why  their  children 
were  not  ])romoted,  as  well  as  others  of  their  mates. 
In  order  to  make  the  grading  of  this  school  thorough 
and  effective,  we  shall,  perhaps,  be  obliged  to  prescribe 
for  a few  classes  a change  of  studies,  and  thus  facili- 
tate the  end  iu  view;  but  we  shall  ever  be  ready  to 
])romote  any  and  all  ])n])ils  as  fast  as  their  qualifica- 
tious  will  warrant. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  establishment  of  a Town  High  School,  in  ac- 
oordance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Statutes,  has 
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j:)roycd  a success — and  we  feel  confident  that  those 
who  have  been  represented  in  this  school,  through 
their  children,  will  fully  endorse  our  opinion  on  this 
point.  In  arranging  and  prescribing  the  course  of 
study,  and  also  the  standard  of  admission,  we  have 
been  somewhat  governed  by  the  material  we  had  to 
incorporate  in  the  school.  We  append  to  this  report 
the  course  of  study  prescribed  for  each  year — to  which 
all  will  be  expected  to  conform,  unless  for  reasons 
satisfactory  to  the  Committee  and  the  Principal,  in 
certain  cases,  studies  may  be  omitted. 

The  Committee  considered  themselves  fortunate  in 
securing  and  retaining  the  services  of  Miss  Bryant  in 
this  school,  and  trust  the  work  so  favorably  com- 
menced, may  be  pursued  with  fresh  zeal,  by  teacher 
and  pupils,  the  coming  year. 

The  terms,  three  in  number,  will  commence  on  the 
first  Monday  in  April,  September  and  December,  and 
continue  tioelve  ii^eeks.  It  is  very  desirable  that  pupils, 
aftei*  entering  the  High  School,  should  attend  as  con- 
stantly as  possible  from  term  to  term.  With  the  sys- 
tem of  classification  we  have  ado23ted,  those  pupils  who, 
from  any  cause,  stay  out  a term,  or  leave  school  in  the 
middle  of  a term,  will,  when  re-entering  the  school,  be 
obliged  to  enter  in  a lower  class.  For  those  who  are 
only  pupils  for  a single  term  or  two,  the  above  rule 
will  not  affect — but  to  pupils  who  propose  a thorough 
course  of  study,  intending  to  remain  long  enough  to 
receive  the  real  benefits  of  a High  School,  this  sug- 
gestion may  be  timely.  We  wish  to  make  this  a 
model  school — one  that  shall  commend  itself  to  the 
confidence  and  generous  support  of  our  citizens — one 
of  which  their  children  may  feel  justly  proud  of  having 
been  members  and  graduates. 
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TEXT  HOOKS. 

A cliaiige  of*  text  books  is  not  unfrequently  con- 
demned by  ]:)arents  who,  looking'  sim])ly  to  the  mattei* 
of*  cost  in  dollars  and  cents,  have  little  or  no  sympathy 
I'or  the  real  needs  of  our  schools.  The  Committee, 
a ware  of  this  feeling,  have  never  advocated 
chcmffes — hut,  on  the  contrary,  have  suffered  inferior 
hook.'^,  in  some  respects,  to  he  used  in  schools,  rather 
than  inc-ur  the  charge  of  needlesf^  exchange.  But  the 
j)ast  season,  after  cai'eful  examination,  we  decided  it 
advisable  to  introduce  a new  series  of  Readers  and 
Spellers,  and  selected,  as  in  onr  opinion  best  ada])ted 
for  the  schools,  the  ''National  Readers  and  Spellers," 
by  Parker  and  Watson. 

AVe  consider  these  Readers  a very  decided  improve- 
ment upon  those  herc‘tofore  used,  and  that  with  the 
re([uisite  care  on  the  part  of  our  teachers  a new  im- 
))ulse  will  he  given  to  this  im])ortant  hranch  of  school 
culture. 

(food  re<idln(j  is  an  ac(‘oni])lifihme}d.  AYe  have  in 
our  schools  compai*atively  few  good,  readers^  strictly 
sj)eaking.  d'liei’e  are  many  who  can  re])eat  the  words 
glibly  (‘iioiigh — hut  fail  to  give  the  inflections,'  and 
modulate  the  tones  of  the  voice  to  the  ]:>ro]X‘r  expression 
ol*  the  sentiments  of  the  author  whose  ideas  they 
woidd  ('onvey.  Much  of  the  indifferent,  not  to  say 
poor  reading,  is  prol)ahly  due  to  false  habits  accpiired  in 
early  yeai’s,  perhaps  the  first  terms  of  school.  AYe 
have  not  unfre(juently  visited  schools  in  years  past 
wluTc  the  pupils  in  some  smaller  classes  seemed  onlv 
anxious  to  sp(((k  loud — in  fact,  si veoniiuq  to  sustain  a 
))itch  of  voice  [)erfectly  feaiTul,  and  that  was  ])ainful 
to  listen  to,  even  in  the  sehoolroom.  And  many  teach- 
ers feel  proud  of  this,  and  expect  their  j)U])ils  com- 
mended as  smai't — when,  in  fact  tluw  only  shoAV 
h(*althy  lungs,  and  ability  to  us(‘  them  in  this  wav. 
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We  believe  fully  in  the  necessity  of  training  pupils 
to  speak  distinctly,  whether  reading  or  reciting,  and 
to  use  proper  degree  of  force  in  all  their  exercises — 
but  do  not  consider  this  all.  The  human  voice  is  a 
wonderful  mechanism — susceptible  of  high  culture,  and 
too  much  care,  in  its  training,  by  our  teachers,  espe- 
cially in  the  Primary  schools,  and  with  young  pupils 
cannot  be  exercised.  We  recommend  and  shall  expect 
all  the  teachers,  from  Primary  to  High  school,  to  de- 
vote a portion  of  the  time  allotted  to  the  exercise  of 
reading,  to  acquiring  a practical  knowledge  of  the 
principles  which  form  the  basis  of  good  reading. 

Among  these  may  be  named.  Articulation  of  the 
elementary  sounds.  Accent,  Emphasis,  Inflection,  Mod- 
ulation, Personation  and  Pauses;  and  though  these 
exercises  may  at  first  seem  tedious  to  pupils  who  have 
never  been  taught  pro23erly,  the  true  teacher  will  soon 
invest  these  topics  Avith  new  interest,  and  the  pupils 
find  the  drill  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

To  use  the  Avords  of  another:  ''Headers  may  be 
dmded  into  three  classes, — the  mechanical^  or  those 
Avho  merely  pronounce  AVordsAvith  but  slight  reference 
to  their  connection  and  signification;  the  intelligent^ 
or  those  Avho  understand  the  meaning  of  the  separate 
Avords,  their  relative  importance  in  sentences,  and  his- 
torical and  other  references;  and  the  effective.,  or  those 
Avho  clearly  bring  out  the  emotional  part,  as  Avell  as 
the  exact  full  meaning  of  the  author.” 

This  description  applies  too  truthfully  to  our  schools; 
and  a large  class,  the  majority  of  the  pupils,  and,  we 
fear,  some  of  our  teachers,  Avould  be  classed  among  the 
mechanical  rather  than  the  effective  readers.  But  Avith 
propel*  care  on  the  part  of  teachers,  in  conducting  the 
exercise  of  reading,  this  faulty  style  may  be  corrected, 
and  Ave  shall  soon  witness  a decided  change  for  the 
better  in  many  classes. 


11 


SIXGIXG. 

Of  the  various  methods  devised  by  teachers  to  in- 
terest and  enliven  the  pupils  and  make  school  duties 
pleasant,  what  can  be  more  inspiring  than  an  occasional 
song?  In  every  school  there  are  more  or  less  singers; 
and  although  in  some  cases  the  teacher  may  not  be 
qualified  to  give  technical  instruction  in  the  science  of 
vocal  music,  they  can  usually  lead  their  pupils  in  a 
simple  song,  or,  if  no  more,  they  can  surely  encourage 
their  pupils  to  sing.  In  a very  few  of  our  schools,  the 
past  season,  this  subject  has  received  attention,  and 
we  were  from  time  to  time  entertained  with  some  fine 
singing.  W e would  gladly  see  this  practice  become 
more  general,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  a short  time 
may  be  most  profitably  and  pleasantly  spent  in  this 
exercise  each  day.  AYill  the  teachers  in  coming  terms 
heed  this  suggestion? 

With  these  brief  remarks  we  close  our  Report,  trust- 
ing that  the  teachers,  in  whose  care  the  schools  maybe 
entrusted  for  the  current  year,  may  receive  the  sym- 
pathy and  cordial  support  of  the  parents,  who  may 
thus  greatly  aid  in  the  work  of  the  schoolroom,  and, 
so  far  as  their  influence  shall  extend,  advance  the 
progress  of  our  public  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


i WALDO  DANIELS, 
School  Committee,  S.  W.  SQUIRE, 
(GEORGE  KI^G. 


FiiANKLi?^,  April  3,  1869- 
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^PPE]Sri3IX. 


COURSE  OF  STUDY  lY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 
First  fear. 

Arithmetic,  Geography,  English  Grammar,  History  U.  S. 
(Natural  Philosophy  optional.)  » 

Keview  Arithmetic  and  Grammar,  Complete  Philosophy,  Al- 
gebra, Physiology.  (Latin  optional.) 

Third  f 

Review  Algebra,  Latin,  Book-Keeping,  Astronomy.  (French 
optional,  j 

Fourth  fear. 

Latin,  French,  Intellectnal  Philosophy,  and  General  Review. 


Exercises  in  Reading,  Declamation,  and  Composition  through- 
out the  entire  course,  in  which  all  the  pupils  will  be  expected  to 
take  part. 


